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Talking Points: The Rural and Community Access to Emergency Devices Act
I am _____ from (
name of city and state
)
I was personally affected by sudden cardiac arrest when (insert personal story).   Sudden cardiac arrest is a particularly deadly form of heart disease generally caused by an electrical problem.  
Unfortunately, more than 90% of sudden cardiac arrest victims die outside of a hospital. But, prompt CPR and defibrillation, using an AED (automated external defibrillator) to restore the heart back to its normal rhythm, can more than double the chances of survival. Communities with comprehensive AED programs have reached survival rates of about 40%. 
The federal funded Rural and Community Access to Emergency Devices Program is designed to save lives of people who suffer from sudden cardiac arrest.  This competitively awarded program provides funding to states to buy AEDs for locations where sudden cardiac arrests are likely to occur and trains lay rescuers and first responders to use them. 
Please do your part to help save lives. During the 2012 congressional appropriations process, please restore funding for the Rural and Community Access to Emergency Devices Program to its 2005 level of $9 million when 47 states received funding for this life-saving program.  
Thank you.
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