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50-Member Coalition
Takes a Stand Against
Sudden Cardiac Arrest

Special Report on the Sudden Cardiac Arrest
Coalition Event October 26th on Capitol Hill

Dear {FIRST_NAME},  
U.S. Representatives Lois Capps (D-
CA), and Phil Roe (R-TN), were
honored October 26th at “Take a Stand
Against Sudden Cardiac Arrest” in the
Rayburn House Office Building on
Capitol Hill. The two-hour event was
hosted by the Sudden Cardiac Arrest
Coalition, in cooperation with the
Congressional Heart and Stroke
Caucus, in recognition of National

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Awareness Month.

Rep. Capps, above, was honored for
introducing the Teaching Children to
Save Lives Act, which will provide
grants to teach school children and
teens CPR and how to use an
automated external defibrillator (AED)
— knowledge and skills they can carry
into adulthood. 

Rep. Roe, right, was recognized for his
heroic actions last month in helping save the life of a 52-year-

Bystander Action:
The Key to Saving
More Lives

Benjamin
Abella, MD,
MPhil, left,
of the Center
for
Resuscitation

Science in the Department of
Emergency Medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania,
emphasized the importance of
bystander action in cases of
sudden cardiac arrest (SCA)
during his remarks at the SCA
Coalition event on Capitol Hill.
SCA affects about 295,000 people
each year in the U.S., more than
many other causes of death
combined. Immediate CPR and
rapid defibrillation can more than
double a victim's chance of
survival, he said. 

Three Survivors
Share their
Stories 

Thirty-four
people suffer
sudden cardiac
arrest (SCA)
every hour in

the U.S. and on average, only
three victims survive. To illustrate
this point, three SCA survivors



heroic actions last month in helping save the life of a 52-year-
old father of three at an airport in Charlotte, NC. 

A Message from Kylee
One of the memorable moments during the SCA
Coalition event occurred when Rep. Lois Capps
read a message from Kylee Shea, the 12-year-old
who was resuscitated at a Dallas area middle
school in late September and featured on the

Today Show a few weeks later. "I have an arrhythmia," said
Kylee. "It caused my heart to go into a nasty pattern, which
then made it stop. I don't know what caused my arrhythmia.
The doctors don't even know yet. But here is what I
do  know: My coaches used an AED to save my life...AEDs
need to be in schools and public places nationwide." 

SCA Coalition Provides CPR-AED
Training on Capitol Hill

Reggie
Williams, right,
and other
 instructors
from the
Department of
Emergency
Medicine at
George
Washington

University demonstrated "Hands-only" CPR and the use of
automated external defibrillators (AEDs) to legislators, aides,
and members of the general public during the SCA Coalition
event last week. Participants had an opportunity to practice and
learn the lifesaving techniques.

For a full report, including a list of SCA Coalition
members, click here.

SAVE THE DATE

this point, three SCA survivors
addressed the audience of more
than 100 people who attended the
SCA Coalition's event, "Take a
Stand Against Sudden Cardiac
Arrest." Sharing their stories
were Pam Bonin, above, 26 at
the time of her event in 2007;
Henry Jampel, MD, 44 at the time
of his event in 2000; and Liz
Pearlman, below, 21 at the time
of her event in 2009. Their
collective
message came
across loud and
clear: Quick
bystander action

with CPR
and use of
automated
external
defibrillators
(AEDs) can
mean the

difference between life and death.
More...

SCA Coalition
Initiatives
The Sudden
Cardiac Arrest
Coalition is
comprised of
50 community
benefit
(nonprofit)
organizations
with a
common goal to prevent death
and disability from sudden
cardiac arrest (SCA). The
Coalition focuses on federal
legislative initiatives designed to
raise awareness, support research,



November 12-13: American Heart Association
Resuscitation Science Symposium, Orlando, FL

December 13: Pens Charity ASSIST Raffle, Pittsburgh,
PA

January 13-15, 2012: Parent Heart Watch Annual
Conference, New Orleans, LA

February 28-March 3, 2012: EMS Today, Baltimore, MD

September 11-15, 2012: Emergency Cardiovascular Care
Update, Orlando, FL
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raise awareness, support research,
and improve access to lifesaving
therapies. Mary Newman, MS,
above, President of the Sudden
Cardiac Arrest Foundation,
serves as Co-Chair. The Coalition
is working on the following
initiatives:

Garnering support for H.R.
3189: Teaching Children to
Save Lives Act, sponsored
by Rep. Lois Capps
Restoring funding for the
Rural and Community
Access to Emergency
Devices Act to the 2005
level of $9 million
Seeking co-sponsors of the
Josh Miller HEARTS
(Helping Everyone Access
Responsible Treatment in
Schools) Act, to be
introduced by Rep. Betty
Sutton and Sen. Sherrod
Brown in coming
weeks. More...

To visit the SCA Coalition
Facebook page, click here. To
join the SCA Coalition, contact
info@stopcardiacarrest.org.
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